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Bulletin to NNCOs – Bulletin 6 - October 2015 
 

 

NNCO October briefing event 

Thanks to all of those who attended the briefing event for NNCOs on October 12 2015. 

We really enjoyed the day, and as usual, it was great to see so much enthusiasm and 

commitment from all those involved in the scheme. 

 

Please find the presentations from the day attached to this email. We will also make the 

presentations available on the HEFCE website shortly. 

 

We are already beginning to think about the next briefing event, and were grateful for the 

suggestions that we received on the day regarding more opportunities to share practices 

between the networks. If you could take a few minutes to fill in a Survey Monkey about 

the event, that would also be really helpful in planning the next event. Please click on this 

link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NNCOevent. We will close the survey on 

November 20
th
.  

 

National Networks for Collaborative Outreach (NNCO):  Use of formulaic 

allocations, guidance memo 

We had a number of questions about use of NNCO funding at the NNCO briefing event, 

so please find attached the guidance memo that we issued in April 2015 regarding the 

use of formulaic allocations. This may help in discussions with partner institutions 

regarding the use of funding. 

 

Arranging HEFCE meetings with networks 

As we mentioned at the briefing event, we are keen to come and meet the networks. As 

there are 35 networks and only a few of us we would really appreciate it if you could 

organise yourselves into regional groups/ clusters for us to meet. We could either meet 

several NNCOs during one meeting, or come to a region and meet several NNCOs 

separately over two days.  

 

Ideally we would like these meeting to take place on a Monday, Tuesday or Thursday 

over December and January. Once you have a regional group/ cluster organised, please 

get in touch with us to make a plan. 

 

Monitoring update 

 

The deadline for uploading completed monitoring returns to the HEFCE extranet is 

noon on Friday 30
th

 October 2015. 

 

We have been getting a number of queries regarding the finance sections in the 

monitoring forms. We have provided some clarification below which we hope you will find 

helpful. 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NNCOevent
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Forms A and B question 5 

This question is referring to both streams of funding; the formulaic funding to partners 

and the flat-rate funding to network leads.  

 

The cut-off date for underspend is 30
th
 September 2015. 

  

Form C- Table B1 

We ask you to fill in the amount of formulaic funding that your institutional partners have 

committed to your network.  This is all funding that they are contributing, however this is 

being utilised. So, for example, it might be funding that they have agreed to pool, commit 

to joint projects or use themselves on developments which have been agreed through the 

network.   

 

We ask you to complete this table with contributions up to the 31 July 2015 – ie to the 

end of the first year of the scheme.  This should mean that the information you supply will 

be the same as that indicated in partner institution’s letters of response to us at the start 

of the NNCO scheme when they indicated the percentage of their formulaic allocation 

they would contribute to each network. 

 

Because a lot of institutions are members of more than one network, we will reconcile the 

amounts that partners are contributing across all the networks so that we can check that 

all formulaic allocations are being utilised through the NNCO infrastructure.  Where 

figures don’t reconcile to 100 per cent, we will be in touch with the member institution. 

 

Form C-Table B4 

We are asking for expenditure information up to 30 September 2015, this is expenditure 

across the network (lead and partner institutions). This is so that we can see the levels of 

expenditure so far achieved.  We are also asking for a high level spending forecast up to 

31 December 2016.  This should be for the balance of the funding that the network will 

spend after 30 September 2015 and so should include any underspend carried forward 

from the first year of the scheme. 

 

The ‘lead institution costs’ are overheads or additional costs incurred by the lead 

institution which do not fall into the other categories. For example, the SPoC’s salary 

would fall under the category ‘staffing’. 

 

Spending by 31 December 2016:  

 

We managed to stretch the funding for the NNCO scheme so that it will cover two 

calendar years – January 2015 to December 2016.  I am afraid that we cannot stretch it 

beyond this point, and for this reason we need to you have spent funds by December 

2016.  Any unspent funds will be recouped in or around January 2017.  In this context, 

spent means spent, not just committed.  
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