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Bulletin to NNCOs – Bulletin 5 - August 2015 
 

Dear all 

 

Here is our latest bulletin which provides an update from HEFCE on a number of NNCO 

matters, as well as a few requests.  This bulletin covers: 

 

1. Funding for 2015-16 

2. Year one monitoring returns 

3. Overview of which networks each school is working with 

4. NNCO in the TES 

5. NNCO briefing event in October 

6. Unistats information 

7. UCAS update 

8. YouTube presentations 

 

1. Funding for 2015-16 

We made payments for the second year of NNCO, 2015-16, on 20 August, and letters 

have been sent to heads of institutions to confirm the allocations.  The formulaic 

allocations have remained the same as last year but, by reallocating remaining 

contingency funding, we have been able to provide additional funding for lead/co-

ordinator institutions through their flat-rate funding.  We will publish the allocations, and 

the award letter that local networks received, on our website shortly:  

 

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/sas/nnco/  

 

As mentioned above, as a result of reallocating some contingency funding, each lead 

network will receive £136,000 in the second year of funding (an increase of £16,000).  It 

will be up to each network to decide how best to use the additional funding, bearing in 

mind the aims of the scheme and the different local needs/context in which you all 

operate.  To confirm, all NNCO funding should be spent by the end of December 2016. 

 

In the first year of the scheme we funded a suite of programmes to look at rural and 

coastal issues.  This year we have retained a further proportion of contingency funding in 

order to fund a second set of projects.  Projects will enable: 

 the exploration of HEFCE mapping data relating to GCSE attainment in the 

NNCO context.   

 the exploration of patterns of progression and the specific IAG needs of BME 

groups which will lead to greater success in their degree course. 

 the exploration of collaborative approaches to building local skills strategies with 

wider regional partners. 

 

We are in the process of developing project specifications and will issue a call for 

proposals from networks early in September 2015 with submissions about a month later.   

We would expect projects to start in November 2015 and to finish by December 2016.   

 

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/sas/nnco/
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2. Monitoring 

As you will be aware, we are expecting monitoring returns from you by 30 October 2015 

to cover the first year of the NNCOs (up to the period 30 September 2015).  A copy of the 

draft monitoring return form was attached to your award letter, however we wanted to let 

you know about some amendments that have been made to the process.  We have 

attached provisional forms, but please note that finalised forms will be sent to you as 

part of the monitoring process. 

 

We originally indicated that returns should be emailed back to us, this has changed and 

we will instead run the process via the HEFCE extranet. The extranet is a secure site and 

will mean that we can collect and log the information more effectively. The process will 

run as follows: 

1. We will contact SPoCs in early September with instructions on how to use the 

extranet. This will include a ‘key’ which will enable the SPoCs to access the 

HEFCE extranet. 

2. SPoCs will download the finalised forms and save them on their computer.  

3. SPoCs will complete the forms at their convenience.  

4. SPoCs to upload the forms to the extranet when they are completed (deadline 

30 October 2015). 

 

The return templates differ for local networks, national networks, and projects. Please 

find the provisional templates attached. Below is a table which shows which forms need 

to be completed by whom: 

 

Forms to 

complete 

Local 

networks 

National networks 

(NNECL; Social 

Partnerships 

Network; Oxford and 

Cambridge) 

Projects 

(Rural and coastal projects; 

Progression to Russell group; 

Vocational progression; Advice 

and guidance for progression 

into the professions) 

Form A 

(written 

submission for 

local networks/ 

part 1) 

YES NO NO 

Form B 

(written 

submission for 

national 

networks/ part 1) 

NO YES NO 

Form C 

(data return for 

local and national 

YES YES NO 
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networks/ part 2) 

Form D 

(return for 

projects) 

NO NO YES 

 

If you are not sure which monitoring forms you should be completing, then please get in 

touch. 

 

3. Overview of which networks each school is working with 

We are currently producing a tailored workbook for each of the local networks which lists 

the schools and colleges that the network is working with. It also shows which other 

networks each school or college is working with. We know that many schools and 

colleges are part of more than one network, and that this is helpful to them due to 

geographical overlaps and individual needs. But we are hoping that where a school or 

college is part of four or more networks, this workbook will help networks to work together 

to streamline the number of partners that a school or college has, and to simplify their 

access to information. 

 

The workbooks will be sent out in early September.  You will be able to update your list of 

schools as part of the monitoring submission.  The list of schools and colleges that you 

currently work with will be prefilled, and the Excel workbook allow you to show which you 

no longer work with, or those where you have a new relationship. 

 

4. NNCOs in the TES 

A news item promoting the online school linking tool appeared in the July issue of the 

TES (31 July 2015, page 7). The text (which was edited by the TES) is below. Please feel 

free to use the text to publicise the NNCOs.  

 

5. NNCO workshop/briefing event  

We will hold our next briefing event/workshop on Monday 12 October at The Studio, 

Canon Street, Birmingham between 10.30 and 4.00.  We’re hoping to focus on themes 

that will be useful to all networks, for example, collaboration vs competition and longer-

term sustainability, and would welcome your thoughts and ideas on topics that you would 

Online networks widen scope of university outreach 

An online tool has been launched to help teachers and careers advisers find 

information about universities’ outreach projects. The £22 million scheme, 

developed by the Higher Education Funding Council for England and funded by the 

government, has created 35 networks of universities and further education colleges 

across England (http://www.hefce.ac.uk/sas/nnco/). A national network will also 

support applications to the universities of Oxford and Cambridge. Each group has 

appointed a single point of contact to advise schools about locally available 

outreach programmes. And network websites will provide resources for teachers 

and careers advisers who are supporting pupils’ progression to higher education. 

http://www.hefce.ac.uk/sas/nnco/
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like to discuss.  Please email us with your ideas, and to let us know if you are interested 

in running a session!  The Student Loans Company will join us to explain how their 

regional representatives’ model works, and many of their representatives will be there so 

that you can meet and talk to them. 

 

We will email you all in September with further information on the event and to enable 

you to register your place - but meanwhile please hold the date in your diary. 

 

6. Unistats information 

We’ve been asked by Helen Blencowe, a colleague who works in our Learning and 

Teaching policy team, whether you could include a link to Unistats on your network 

website.  Helen has asked us to send the following request to you: 

 

The Learning and Teaching in Higher Education group at HEFCE would be grateful if you 

could include a link to Unistats on your network’s website. We would greatly appreciate 

your support in helping us to raise awareness of the website amongst students and their 

advisers. 

 

Unistats was created to ensure that prospective students and their advisers have access 

to robust, reliable and comparable information to help them make informed decisions 

about what and where to study. 

 

The data that we use is collected from universities and colleges and from students 

through the Destination of Leavers of Higher Education (DLHE) and National Student 

Survey (NSS surveys). Unistats is funded and owned by the Higher Education Funding 

Council for England (HEFCE), the Higher Education Funding Council for Wales, the 

Scottish Funding Council and the Department for Employment and Learning, Northern 

Ireland. Here is the hyperlink, logo (you might like to embed the hyperlink behind the logo 

and we can advise on this if required) and some context: 

 

https://unistats.direct.gov.uk/ 

 
Unistats is the UK’s official website for students who want to make informed decisions about what 
and where to study. Unistats lets you compare over 35,000 UK undergraduate higher education 
courses and find out about: 
• Student satisfaction with academic quality, teaching and facilities 
• Fees and financial support 
•          Salary and employment prospects of course graduates 
•          How the course is taught and assessed 
•          Entry qualifications 
 
And much, much more! 

 

https://unistats.direct.gov.uk/
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We are always looking for opportunities to increase awareness and understanding of the 

Unistats website amongst prospective students and their advisers. Please do get in touch 

if you have an opportunity to promote Unistats such as an upcoming event that we could 

attend. 

 

For further information about Unistats please contact Helen Blencowe by email 

(h.blencowe@hefce.ac.uk) or phone (0117 931 7115).  (Please note that Helen is on 

leave until 25 August but will be able to respond to any queries about this on her return.) 

 

7. UCAS update 

We have been asked by UCAS to publicise their ‘Progress’ service; UCAS would be most 

grateful if you could share some information about the service on your network websites.   

 

We feel that this, and other approaches, are a growing endorsement of the power of the 

NNCO infrastructure so encourage you to include this information if you can. 

 

‘Progress’ is UCAS’ information, advice and admissions service for young people making 

decisions about what and where to study after their GCSEs irrespective of whether or not 
they’re thinking about higher education. 
  
Learners, teachers and parents can find a wealth of impartial information about careers and 
progression routes on UCAS.com. This features local and national resources and is being 
expanded to include information about the opportunities provided by different qualification 
types and subject choices, and the varied experiences to be gained studying at a school sixth 
form, a sixth form college, or a further education college. 
  
Learners can search over 120,000 post-16 courses and around 10,000 apprenticeships by 
subject, provider and location, exploring academic options alongside vocational qualifications 
and work-based learning.  If their school has registered to use the service, learners in year 11 
can make and track applications, which also enables schools to monitor progress and target 
resources to those at risk of becoming NEET. Learners can also self-register if their school isn’t 
using Progress. 
  
Today the service covers England and Wales. It’s free for learners, parents and teachers, while 
Local Authorities or individual schools and colleges pay a subscription to receive, track, and 
report on applications.  
  
The service is a core component of UCAS’ mission to inspire and facilitate educational 
progression, and is designed to recognise and support many routes after GCSE including 
pathways into higher level learning and employment. Choices post-16 often set a direction of 
travel for a young person and the Progress service provides a solid foundation of reliable 
information to help young people make well informed decisions which reflect their interests 
and ambitions. 

mailto:h.blencowe@hefce.ac.uk
http://ucas.com/


6 

 

If you have any questions about this please contact Kate Howell at UCAS: 

K.Howell@ucas.ac.uk. 

 

8. Future YouTube presentations and Q&A sessions from the NNCO 

team 

Following our recent YouTube presentation for new SPoCs, we would like to offer further 

presentations on particular aspects of NNCO operations, if these would be useful.  We 

are currently considering a presentation on monitoring which we plan to produce in 

September, but please let us know if there are any specific issues or topics that you 

would like us to focus on. 

 

We also ran two successful Q&A teleconferences following the presentations. Thanks to 

all of those that joined the discussions. If you would find regular Q&A sessions helpful we 

would be happy to organise this, so just let us know. 

 

As always, if you have any questions about anything included in this bulletin or about 

anything NNCO-related, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us. 

 

Warm wishes  

The NNCO team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:K.Howell@ucas.ac.uk

