
 
Bulletin 2- January 2015         

Dear Colleague, 

 

We write with some further information and updates on the NNCO.  

 

Funding, award letters and school coverage 

We were very pleased to announce the scheme on Thursday 8 January when award 

letters were sent to the Heads of all lead institution. Award letters have also been sent to 

all institutions with a formula allocation.  In those letters we listed the successful networks 

each institution is attached to, so they should be aware of the outcome of all submissions 

and clear on their formula allocation.  

 

You will have noticed that the formula allocation was slightly increased from the indicative 

allocations we published back in June.  This increase was due to the inclusion of 

recycled monies from non-participating institutions. 

 

Funding has been paid to all institutions (network leads and those institutions in receipt of 

formula funding) today Thursday 15 January.  In case your colleagues in Finance 

Departments query the payment, the title of the budget line is ‘Collaborative Outreach 

14/15’. 

 

As part of my email in December (attached) where we sent the you the list of  ‘uncovered 

schools’ we also asked for any requests for additional funding required to enable you to 

reach further schools or colleges. Please note that these requests need to be well-

evidenced and well-argued.  We need to know why additional resource is required and a 

brief costing showing how you have calculated this level.  We will also take into account 

the levels of overlap between networks which have emerged as part of the exercise (see 

below). .  

 

There were a couple of eagle-eyed networks who spotted the small typo in the annex of 

the award letter, para 5. As it said in the main body of the award body, the two payments 

for NNCO will be made in January 2015 and August 2015 (not 2016 as it says in the 

annex).  

 

 

Depending on the call on the contingency funding we may have some further  funding 

available in March.  This will be a small amount once allocated across networks.  We 

could allocate this as formula funding to all institutions or as a small addition to the 

£120,000 flat rate . 

 



‘Uncovered’ schools and colleges 

Many of your have already sent in your revised school lists taking into account the 

‘uncovered’ schools data we made available to you on 4 December. Many thanks for this. 

The data and the note from 4 December is also attached for information. Please send 

your revised school lists to nco@hefce.ac.uk by 23 January 2014. If you have any 

problems or queries with this please get in touch. 

 

Following the in-house exercise to re-plot coverage we will send back to you a list of 

schools and colleges showing overlaps between networks.  We envisage that SPOCs will 

wish to understand the coverage of their network and work with other networks where 

there is significant overlap.  We do not expect overlap to be eradicated.  However, as the 

role of the NNCO is to simplify the way in which schools and colleges access outreach 

activity, we do expect that networks will actively work to co-ordinate the activity on offer 

and ensure that their stakeholders understand network coverage.   

 

Evaluation 

Since our announcement that we had appointed the ‘Institute for Policy Studies in 

Education’ (IPSE) at London Metropolitan University and at Sheffield Hallam University 

as our external evaluators for this scheme we have held introductory meetings with the 

team.  

 

The team is headed up by Carole Leathwood and their role is to conduct an evaluation to 

assess the value of the collaborative arrangements offered by networks and provide 

support in evaluation methodologies.  

 

The team is developing  their workplan and tools in the coming weeks and, in the first 

instance, will conduct interviews with you to understand the features, membership and 

arrangements for your network, prior to all Single Points of Contact (SPoCs) being in 

place.  

 

Event 

We said that we were hoping to put on an event in order to get networks together.  

Following positive feedback on this idea I can confirm that a briefing event for all 

networks will take place in Birmingham on Wednesday 4 March 2015.  

 

We will send a formal invitation in the next couple of weeks and will invite two 

representatives per network so please hold the date in your diary. We hope to have 

attendance from all networks.  

 

The event will serve as a key opportunity for questions and answers (I’ll look to update 

FAQs after the event) as well as a chance for networking, sharing of ideas and for us to 

meet many of you that we have only spoken with or emailed.  

 

The evaluation team will also be there and will speak further about their work. If you have 

any other ideas for session ideas, or specific things you’d value from such an event, 
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please do get in touch with Sam (s.dyer@hefce.ac.uk) and we will try to accommodate 

your ideas whilst we’re working up the day’s schedule. 

 

Projects 

As a result of the submission process we are putting in place some project funding to 

provide additional resources and materials which can be used by all networks to support 

specific areas of outreach.  Some projects are already in development with institutions, 

and we will send more information about these, the areas of work they will cover and how 

the materials and resources will be made available to you, as soon as possible.  

 

We also wish to commission projects from networks to look at the specific challenges of 

working in rural, coastal and urban areas and put in place solutions.  We will welcome 

responses from groups of networks who have experience and expertise of working in 

such areas.  We will be in touch shortly with more information. 

Both sets of projects will be on the agenda at the briefing event on 4 March. 

 

 

Contacts for SPOCs, NNCO websites and logo 

May I remind you that in your award letters we asked that:  

 

‘Network lead institutions should inform us of the name and contact details of the 

main contact for their Single Point of Contact, if this person is different to the 

main network contact we already have listed from your original submission. This 

information should be sent to us by 27 February 2015 at which point we will 

update our database of contacts for the HEFCE website in order to ensure that 

this information is available to schools and colleges who access our webpages. 

We also wish to provide a link to the website developed to support the 

network.  Please email this information to s.dyer@hefce.ac.uk and update 

HEFCE if the network’s contact name, details or website information changes so 

our list remains current.’ 

 

Once we have received this information we will refresh our webpages and plan to present 

networks as an easily navigable map for schools and other stakeholders to use. We will 

include your weblink and contact details as part of this information. We’ll hope to have 

this page up in early March.  

This date supersedes the date from the original circular letter guidance (para 32 CL 

20/2014) which said that networks should send us SPoC details and weblinks by 30 

January 2015. Given the date of announcement we feel some additional time is needed 

but if your network has this information ready prior to the 27 Feb please send it over to us 

so that we can start preparing the information for the new web pages. 

 

You will have seen in your award letter that we provided an NNCO logo. This logo is 

designed to be an umbrella emblem of the scheme which you can display on your 

webpages and other relevant documentation.  We have issued guidance about how the 

logo may be used (attached). JPEG copies of the logo are also attached and both will be 

available on our website very soon.  
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Many thanks for your patience over the Christmas period and the change in the date of 

announcement necessitated around the embargo. We look forward to working with you 

on the NNCO scheme.  If you have any comments in relation to the points above or 

anything else in relation to the scheme do get in touch at nco@hefce.ac.uk or phone me 

on 0117 931 7410. 

 

 

Clair Murphy, Samantha Dyer 

NNCO team 

Student Opportunity Team, HEFCE 
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