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Community and Civic Engagement Core Theme - Case Study Four 

Antenes de Coneixement - Campus Extens 

 

This case study is based in the Campus Extens presentation document and a survey done to a 
member of the staff in charge of its coordination. 

 

The Campus Extens project 

Campus Extens is a strategic Third mission project in the URV, intended to accomplish its mission 
of commitment with local agents and institutions and foster the region’s development. The 
Knowledge Antennas are physical and virtual spaces where the URV puts all its potential as a 
generator of university-wide activities with teaching and scientific contents within reach of its 
catchment area and in response to the needs which are detected.  

The goal is to create a network that allows knowledge to reach every part of the territory, to fulfil 
the university’s commitment. In this sense, the Antennas have six different action lines: 

• Institutional relations and representation 

• Information 

• Cultural extension 

• Training 

• Relations with secondary schools 

• IT transfer 

The Antennas are managed with the close collaboration of the City Councils. 
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1. Distribution of the Antennas in the region 

In this sense, in the same way that the territorial distribution of the Spanish Universities has been 
in the last decades the way the universities are aimed to improve access to Higher Education by 
the population of all the areas, the Antennas use this territorial distribution model at a local scale 
to make knowledge available to all the locations in the region. 

 

History of the programme 

The programme started on 2004/05, focused on technology and with the goal of making the IT 
available to the region. After a period of inactivity, it was relaunched with a new vision based in 
the complicity between the cultural activity of the university and the localities as the pillar of this 
relationship. In 2007 the first Antenna was launched in Salou. 

 
2. Evolution of the creation of Knowledge Antennas 
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Resources needed and funding 

Human resources 

Every Antenna needs a person who is responsible for it, who knows the area and the social and 
economic fabric where it is located. Generally, the responsible person is proposed by the City 
Council and agreed by the URV. There is also support for information and administrative 
procedures, usually somebody belonging to the City Council that gives part time support to the 
project. 

At the University, there is a central coordinator of the programme, who has support for certain 
tasks from the Press Office, Economy Office, ICT Service, and other units of the university. 

Equipment 

The equipment needed is an office identified as the attention point for the Antenna, which is 
normally in the same premises of the City Council, and an auditorium or space to develop the 
activities, also generally provided by the City Council. So the project does not need equipment ad 
hoc, but instead promotes the shared use of current resources. 

Funding 

The Campus Extens programme has a close collaboration agreement with the City Council, that 
generally provides the premises to do the activities, and the project has also a strong economic 
support from the Tarragona Provincial Council. In the University budget, this programme 
represents the 5.5% of the University and Society Program. The 15.5% is funded by the provincial 
Council, which demonstrates the commitment of the regional institutions with the development 
and actions of the university. Other activities, such as the Lessons for Senior citizens are totally 
funded between the Tarragona Provincial Council and the registration fees. This is not the only 
institution that cooperates with the university by funding specific actions, as some important 
activities such as the URV Chairs, which account for the 23% of the University Society Program of 
the budget, are in the 78% funded by external institutions, both public and corporations. 

 

Monitoring the Antennas 

For the moment, the university has only data on the number of participants, and work is being 
done to have a reliable source that includes, for example, data about age and gender of the 
participants. No data about the social class or educational level are being collected at this 
moment.  

 


